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At the September 2004 National Association of State Boating
Law Administrators (NASBLA) Annual Conference held in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, several awards were presented to

or by members of the National Safe Boating Council. Please join us
in congratulating these individuals for their outstanding service.

William Griswold,
Past Chair of the National
Safe Boating Council,
made the presentation to
Richard Snyder as one of
the 2004 recipients of the
NSBC Boating Safety Hall
of Fame for his exemplary
leadership and outstand-
ing service on behalf of
boating safety.

Fred Messmann,
outgoing president of
NASBLA, received the
1851 Navy Colt for
leadership from the
National Safe Boating
Council. The NSBC
recognizes the
outgoing president of
NASBLA for his
service and leadership.

SAFE  AND  EFFECTIVE  BOAT  CONTROL

Tight-quarters boat handling is an important skill a boater acquires through practice and understanding of
the boat’s operation. Bringing a boat into the dock without banging the pier, wharf or another boat is not
hard if you do it with understanding of what each action you take does to the craft. First, approach with caution,

SLOWLY. Remember that the slower you are moving, the slower you make mistakes.  You know that boats do not have
brakes. A change in the forward motion of the craft is accomplished by reversing the throttle.  Approaching the dock slowly
makes sense, not only because of the need to suddenly reverse the engine to stop, but also because a fast approach will
create a wake that you will be responsible for.  A wake will result in your boat bouncing around as well as the other boats at
the dock bouncing.  There is a balance between too much throttle and not enough to have control of your craft. As you
become experienced with your boat, you will find that point of minimum throttle and good maneuverability.

This message is brought to you by Ability One, Inc.
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Ed Carter,
Chairman of the
National Safe
Boating Council,
presented William
Griswold, the
outgoing chairman
of the National Safe
Boating Council,
with a bronze eagle
for his tireless
efforts on behalf of
the NSBC and
boating safety.
NSBC Vice Chair,
Ruth Wood looks
on.

The President’s Special
Awards:

NASBLA President Fred
Messmann was very pleased to
recognize two National Safe
Boating Council members for their
contributions to boating safety
and NASBLA. Virgil Chambers,
Executive Director of the National
Safe Boating Council is shown at
left receiving his award. The other
individual was Ed Carter, Chairman
of the National Safe Boating
Council and BLA for Tennessee.

COUNCIL PRESENTS AND RECIEVES AWARDS

UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD  UPDATE
by John Malatak Chief, Program Operations Division, U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety

CELEBRITIES TO BOATERS:  “YOU’RE IN COMMAND! BOAT RESPONSIBLY. BOAT SAFE”

Call it human nature. Few people respond when they are asked
to change their behavior — even when they know that doing
so could possibly save their own lives.  However, many

people will change their behavior if it will make them to be more like
their heroes!

This is especially true in sports, where enthusiasts hang on
every word of their favorite experts and champions. That’s why the
U.S. Coast Guard has reached out to nationally known celebrities to
help promote its nationwide recreational boating safety initiative —
“You’re in Command.”  The past few months have seen dramatic
success, particularly in the recruiting of celebrities with particular
appeal to the groups most at risk for recreational boating accidents
and fatalities:  hunters, anglers, and paddlers.

First up:  NASCAR’s Labonte family. Bobby Labonte, his
brother Terry Labonte, and Bobby’s son Justin Labonte are all
NASCAR champions — and avid anglers and hunters. When not on
the racetrack, they can often be found hunting or fishing from their
boats. This past spring all three Labontes teamed up to create
television, radio and print public service announcements for our
“You’re in Command” initiative.

The Labontes feel strongly about boating safety. Justin has
stated several times that, “We go fishing all the time when we’re not
working on our cars and we’d never go out without life jackets.” He
has also stated that all of his family hopes that their messages will
encourage other people to stay safe.

The Labonte’s public service announcements make a clear
connection between the safety gear they habitually wear while
racing and the life jackets they habitually wear while boating. The
television spot was premiered during the Busch Series Winn-Dixie
250 at Daytona on July 2nd, and then sent out to hundreds of media
outlets. Since July the television public service announcement has
been seen by as many as 70 million viewers.

Next, at the request of the Sportsman’s Forum, bass fishing
legend and television personality Bill Dance (a fellow Tennessee
VOL, I might add) volunteered to lend his name to “You’re in
Command.” Bill is a member of the International Fishing Hall of Fame
and a three-time B.A.S.S. Angler of the Year, with 23 national bass
titles to his credit. His unique style comes to anglers everywhere
through his well-known television series Bill Dance Outdoors.

Bill commented, “I’ve been fishing on TV for quite a while now
and if my advice can help save someone’s life then I think it’s my
duty to do that.”

Like the Labontes, Bill contributed his time to make television,
radio, and print public service announcements, all of which will soon
be placed nationally. There’s no question that Bill Dance’s modeling
of safe boating behaviors will save lives.

Then, through our partnership with the American Canoe
Association, whitewater kayaking champion Rebecca Giddens lent
her support to “You’re in Command” and boating safety. Only a few
weeks after winning a Silver Medal at the 2004 Olympic Games in
Athens, Rebecca taped television and radio public service an-
nouncements and lent her image for print advertisements as well.

Rebecca’s interest in boating safety is personal. She commented
to us that, “When I was twelve I was in a canoe that capsized on my
local river.  I can clearly remember thinking I was going to drown. If I
hadn’t been wearing my life jacket I truly believe I wouldn’t be alive
today.”

Rebecca filmed her public service announcements on the
Potomac River just days before winning her sixth Whitewater
Slalom National Championship in Dickerson, Maryland. The ACA
has agreed to help distribute the Rebecca Giddens “You’re in
Command” public service announcements and related materials to
member liveries, retail stores, and community-based paddling
clubs.

The participation of respected celebrities like Justin, Bobby,
and Terry Labonte, Bill Dance and Rebecca Giddens is sure to
attract the attention of the recreational boating public — and
especially high-risk groups like hunters, anglers, and paddlers —
to the personal responsibility message implicit in “You’re in
Command.”

The Coast Guard thanks these and other celebrities who have
donated their time to the cause of saving lives and preventing
accidents on the water.  Keep a lookout for our new public service
announcements.  Please feel free to provide us with your com-
ments and suggestions on how we can better our outreach efforts
and grow our “You’re In Command” initiative.  Remember, “You’re
in Command.  Be responsible.  Boat Safely!”

The Labonte, Dance and Giddens public service announce-
ments will soon be posted at www.uscgboating.org/incommand.
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The U.S. Coast
Guard is continuing
to work with the

“You’re In Command” initiative to encourage all recreational
boaters to ake responsibility for their actions on the water. This
initiative puts YOU in command and reminds boat owners and
operators to always be in command of their vessel and be
responsible for their safety as well as the safety of their passen-
gers.

The “You’re In Command” program is continuing to evolve
and has just announced their new, updated logo. This logo has
been revised to include the helms of a number of different
vessels and now features a new slogan reminding boaters to “Be
Responsible. Boat Safely!” The U.S. Coast Guard also continues
to remind boaters to get a vessel safety check, take a safe
boating course, always wear your life jacket and never boat
under the influence.

For more information on “You’re In Command” please visit
the U.S. Coast Guard, Office of Boating Safety website at
www.uscgboating.org or you may go to the NSBC website at
www.safeboatingcouncil.org and click on the “You’re In
Command” logo.
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2005 - CALENDAR FOR
BOATING SAFETY

JANUARY
5-9 USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL
21-22 NSBC Board Meeting - Newport Beach, CA
25 Deadline to postmark RBS grant application

MARCH
13-16 9th Annual Summit, Newport Beach, CA

APRIL / MAY
30 - 5/4 SSBLAA, Little Rock, AR
17 Congressional Reception, Washington DC
21 - 27 National Safe Boating Week
22 - 25 WSBAA, Helena, MT

JUNE
1-5 USPS Spring Governing Board, Charlotte, NC
12 - 15 NABA, Wichita, KS

JULY
TBA NSBC Board Meeting, TBA

AUGUST
TBA USCG Auxiliary National Conference,

Orlando, FL

SEPTEMBER
6-11 USPS Fall Governing Board, Portland, OR
18-21 NASBLA, Portland, OR

Please email your boating safety dates to
office@safeboatingcouncil.org

COMING SOON: INTERNATIONAL
BOATING & WATER SAFETY SUMMIT

The Ninth Annual International Boating and Water Safety Summit will be hosted
in beautiful Newport Beach, California at the Hyatt Newport Regency Hotel on
March 13 – 16, 2005. The Summit is the premier boating and water safety event

of the year. The event is organized into general sessions and specialized sessions so
that attendees can maximize the information available.

General session topics will include: a presentation from National Transportation
Safety Board Vice Chairman, Mark Rosenker, highlighting the PFD Forum; Strategies
on Carbon Monoxide Education and Increasing PFD Wear; and Developing an
Effective PSA.

The specialized sessions will include: Creative Partnering Draws Boating Safety
Awareness, Dam Emergency Action Plans, Innovative Tools to Teach Water Safety,
Investigating the Water-Related Death, Life Jackets ARE for Everyone, Making Waves
with the Media, A Backup Dam to Withstand Earthquakes, Boating Under the
Influence Training Program, Successful Aquatic Programming: How to Start Small
and Grow With Cost Saving Ideas and Community Networking, The Perception of
Risk and the Influence Upon Safety Behavior and PWC for Law Enforcement.

Two afternoons of on-the-water activities will provide attendees with high level of
participation at the Summit.

In addition to the Summit’s fantastic
program, the location and the hotel are perfect.
Newport Beach is centrally located for a quick
trip to Disneyland or Sea World at San Diego.

Please go to our web site:
www.safeboatingcouncil.org/summit for more
information concerning the Summit.

Mark your calendar and plan to attend the
9th Annual International Boating and Water
Safety Summit!
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