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PATRON MEMBERS:
Ability One, Inc.
BoaterExam.com
Boat Ed
Boat US
Brunswick Corporation
Coors Brewing Company
MetLife Auto & Home
National Marine Manufacturers
Association
Orion Safety Products
Sentinel Press
Sperry Top-Sider
Wal-Mart Stores
West Marine Products, Inc.
Within Reach
Yamaha Motor Corporation
Zurich Marine Specialty

SUSTAINING MEMBERS:
ACR Electronics
Allstate Insurance Company
American Poker Runs Association
Brunswick Boat Group
Kawasaki Motors Corporation, U.S.A.
Lower Colorado River Authority
Mercury Marine
Personal Watercraft Industry

Association
Ranger Boats
Stearns, Inc.
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Walsh Marine Products
Zodiac of North America, Inc.

NEW ORGANIZATIONAL
MEMBERS:

Akron Power Squadron
American Boating Education
Are You Legal?
Cane River Waterway Commission
Carroll County Sheriff/Mohawk Post
ESF8-CON
Float Tech Inc.
Go 2 Marine
Leisure Tyme.Net, LLC
O’Loughlin Trade Show
PowerBoat Captains, LLC
Rocky River Power Squadron
Safe Boating New York, Inc.
Sperry Top-Sider
SWFMIA
University of California Davis
USACE Merrimack River Basin
Zebco WC Bradley

NAUTICAL NONSENSE

Congratulations to our previous Nautical Nonsense winners, Pete Chislom and Jeff Decker. They
each received a NSBC polo shirt for being the first people to correctly send their answer to the NSBC.
Remember, the first person to correctly email their answer to office@safeboatingcouncil.org will win a
prize.  Good Luck!

A Powerful small boat that pushes or pulls an
unpowered passenger schooner is called

 a “__ Boat”? ™

Last issues question was:  The boatswain’s pipes were first
used in early Roman and Grecian Galley; Their shrill tones
set the pace for rowers at their oards and is also used to
make announcements aboard ships.  What Shakespeare
play mentions these pipes?  The answer: The Tempetst and
Pericles, Prince of Tyre.

NEWS FROM THE NORTH:
Randy Whaley
Chairman
Canadian Safe Boating Council

ATA STUDIES HOUSEBOAT
ASPHYXIATION DANGER

By Ed Fritsch, ATA

Each year in the United States, there are around 7 deaths and 30 serious, non-fatal poisonings
from carbon monoxide (CO) aboard recreational boats.  Recent long-term statistics from Lake

Powell on the Arizona-Utah border vividly illustrate the larger problem nationwide.  Between 1990
and 2000, there were 111 separate CO poisonings reported on boats operating at Lake Powell.
Seventy four of those incidents occurred on houseboats, and among those houseboat incidents, 7
were fatal.  To shed some light on this situation, ATA Associates recently completed a study that
examined the mechanics of a particular asphyxiation hazard that is related to a common houseboat
design feature, which resulted in a fatality at Lake Powell in 2002.

The subject boat in our study, like many houseboats, features a swim deck which cantilevers off
the transom of the boat, overhanging the rear out-drive propulsion units.  This deck provides an
attractive recreational space with ready access to the water for swimming and personal watercraft
deployment while also providing protection from inadvertent contact with the houseboat’s propulsion
system out-drives and propellers submerged below it.  Unfortunately, the swim deck also creates a
confined space underneath it where propulsion system exhaust gases, including extremely high
concentrations of CO, can and do accumulate.

In the 2002 accident that prompted the ATA study, a boater working to free an anchor rope fouled
on one of the houseboat’s propellers briefly ventured into the contaminated under-deck space and
was immediately incapacitated by the high concentration of CO there.  His incapacitation resulted in
his subsequent death by drowning.

To understand the mechanics of the contamination process in the under-deck space and to test
the effectiveness of various decontamination schemes, ATA constructed a detailed full scale mock-up
of the houseboat under-deck volume.  Carbon monoxide-laden exhaust gas was injected into the
mock-up, and CO concentration build-up was monitored electronically using instrumentation similar
to that used by National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) scientists in their tests
of the accident boat conducted shortly after the fatal accident.

Quantifying the actual contamination process revealed that our initial conceptual models of that
process were oversimplified.  These findings suggested that our conceptual models for a forced
ventilation decontamination scheme for the under-deck space might also be too simplistic.  Sure
enough, initial ventilation tests with smoke from a theatrical smoke generator serving as a stand-in for
CO allowed us to see a complicated mixing situation in the confined space that was relatively
unaffected by our initial “scrubbing” strategy.  Guided by such smoke tests, adjustments were made
in the number, location and orientation of the ventilation blowers to significantly improve the efficiency
of the decontamination process.

Ultimately, a practical, effective ventilation scheme was developed and tested using real exhaust
gas with initial CO concentrations as high as 80,000 parts per million.  The final ventilator arrangement
produced a rapid reduction of CO concentration to non-fatal levels in the under-deck space that would
significantly reduce if not entirely eliminate the asphyxiation hazard which prompted the testing
program.

For more information concerning this issue contact ATA at 281-480-9847 or visit our web site:
www.ataassociates.com.  ATA is an accident reconstruction and litigation support company and a
member organization of the National Safe Boating Council.  ™

CORRECT CRAFT URGES SAFETY

In 1925, W.C. Meloon created the Florida Variety Boat Company in Pine Castle, Florida.  In
1936, that same boat company was re-named Correct Craft, a name in the boating industry

with which we are all familiar.  Correct Craft signed a contract with the United States Army, and in
1945, 300 Correct Craft boats were purchased by the Army and then used by U.S. solders to cross the
Rhine River and defeat the Nazis.  This is but a little known fact about Correct Craft, for Correct Craft
is really known for its increasing technology in an increasing variety of boats.  In 1949, Correct Craft
had 16 boats making up its collection.  Today, boat models produced by Correct Craft include air,
crossover, family recreation, and ski models.  Although Correct Craft originated in Pine Castle,
Florida, its headquarters are now in Orlando, Florida.

We recognize Correct Craft not for its leadership in boating technology, but for their
support of the National Safe Boating Council and boating safety.  Correct Craft continuously stresses
the importance of boating safety through the use of life jackets.  The National Safe Boating Council
produces a booklet titled “Saved by the Jacket,” which re-tells true life stories of individuals whose
lives had been saved by using PFD’s (life jackets).  Correct Craft includes this booklet with each boat
they sell and urges their customers to also commit to boating safety.  The National Safe Boating
Council would like to thank Correct Craft for their support and for their continued vigilance in
promoting safe boating.  Correct Craft is an organizational member of the National Safe Boating
Council. ™

THE FIRST “TAKE EM’ BOATING”
GRANT IS AWARDED BY THE NATIONAL

SAFE BOATING COUNCIL

The“Take ‘em Boating” Grant supports programs that educate the next
generation of boaters.  Any program presenting an opportunity to get kids in boats
will be favored.  In addition to educating the next generation, this program will
help promote the future of the marine industry through environmental education
and safety awareness.  It will embrace all aspects of recreational boating for grades
K - 12, looking at innovative opportunities, including adaptive boating, paddle
sports, sailing, and powerboat safety programs.  That was what the judges were
looking for to award the first Take Em’ Boating grant.

The Perseus House, Charter School of Excellence at the Maritime Center
in Erie, PA fit the bill.  Their program, “Keeping Kids Afloat” is aimed at

children in Erie who live near the waters of Lake Erie, but have never gotten out
on the lake.  The kids in the present program reflect the diversity and struggles
of Erie, whose school population is 90% eligible for the Federal lunch program.
Surrounded by water, many of the students have never had the opportunity to
enjoy the benefits of this natural resource, and for most it has been their first
experience learning about this resource or even being on a boat.

They begin by exploring the coast line in a 60 foot steel fishing vessel to
see the environment from a different angle.  Then they are turned on to boat
building projects.  They are completing a 28 foot mid 18th Century fishing boat,
and a 42 foot wooden sailing vessel.  During the winter, they work on ice boats.

The kids are given a certified 8 hour boating class, learn how to swim in a
Boys and Girls Club pool, and learn about the maritime heritage of the area.
They also work on personal boat building projects, and get out on the water
under close supervision.  This year - old program has created an excellent track
record of core academic subjects, enhanced by boating, sailing, hands on
maritime skills and has garnered partnerships with various community groups
and environmental projects, tying in with Pennsylvania standards.

The waiting list grows for this program, daily attendance is outstanding,
and 60% of the kids arrive well before starting time.  Success of this program is
assured, and the Take Em’ Boating grant will enable Perseus House to expand
the program to reach more children.

The Council is very impressed with this effort, as are state officials and
other boaters who have direct knowledge of the program.  We are proud to
award the first OMC Foundation “Take ‘Em Boating” grant of $5,000 to Perseus
House to support this outstanding program for kids.™

Safe Boating Awareness Week

The Canadian Safe Boating Council (CSBC) and
Transport Canada launched Safe Boating Awareness

week in Canada at a national press conference on May 19th in Ottawa.
Mr. Brian Jean, Secretary of State for Transport Canada thanked CSBC

on behalf of the Government of Canada and all Canadians for the development
and implementation of a Safe Boating Awareness Program that was designed
to reach out to boaters through community newspapers, radio and television
media.

Mr. Jean also pointed out that while Safe Boating Awareness Week
brings attention to water safety the messages should be remembered
throughout Canada’s boating season and that Safe Boating Awareness is
consistent with the Government of Canada’s commitment to the security for
Canadians.

Randy Whaley, Chairman of CSBC added that CSBC’s Safe Boating
Awareness initiative was the most successful campaign to date and that
with over 70 regional volunteers to organize local events and liaise with the
media more boaters would be seeing and hearing the key messages of the
initiative – Wear Your PFD, Don’t Go Boating While Impaired and to be
water wise by getting your Pleasure Craft Operator Certification.

Canadian Safe Boating Council – 2006 Symposium
Plans are underway for CSBC’s 2006 Symposium, which will be held in

Quebec City from September 21st through 23rd, 2006.  The program will
include a “Toast and Topics” session providing a stage for the attendees to
discuss developing boating safety issues across Canada. The Symposium is
a great networking opportunity as all parties that are interested in the
promotion of safe and responsible recreational boating in Canada will be
attending.

The Symposium attracts a cross section of Government, private
businesses, non-profit associations, educational associations, regulatory
groups, private individuals and media. This year’s agenda will cover CSBC
future plans, Search and Rescue, Safety Programs, Boat Safety Training and
many updates on activities within the recreational boating sector.

There will also be off site activates and a welcome reception that you
will not want to miss. We encourage everyone to attend, as this year’s event
is right in the heart of the old city of Quebec City.

For more information about this year’s Symposium visit www.csbc.ca™

2006 CAMPAIGN
REMINDS BOATERS TO

“BE A SURVIVOR”

National Safe Boating Week, May 20-26, kicked
off the North American Safe Boating Campaign

reminding boaters to stay safe on the water, wear their
life jackets and Be A Survivor!  This year’s campaign was
lead by former Navy Seal and Survivor castmate Rudy
Boesch who helped us to promote the “Be A Survivor”
initiative designed to solicit testimonials from
recreational boaters about how a life jacket has made a
difference in their boating experience.  The stories will
be used in the National Safe Boating Council’s second
Saved by the Jacket book to be published at a later date.
The top three stories chosen will receive prizes donated
by West Marine who has partnered with the campaign
to promote boating safety.  Prizes include a Skedaddle-
2 Inflatable Kayak with two X-Treme One Design Life
Vests, a “Weekend Water Sports Package” including a
West Marine Super Saturn Blaster, inflation pump, tow
rope, life jackets, and four Aquazookas, and two West
Marine “Comfort Series” Manual Inflatable Belt Pack
PFDs.

Promotional efforts featuring Rudy included a
television public service announcements and a multi-
city radio tour beginning before the hectic Memorial
Day weekend and the start of the summer boating
season.   Since the start of National Safe Boating Week
over 100 TV hits have been recorded, articles have been
published in major dailies in Sacramento, Houston,
Dallas, Baltimore, NewYork and the Audio News Release
has been picked up in Dallas, Los Angeles and Chicago.
Rudy will continue the promotional tour throughout the
summer to keep boaters focused on staying safe
throughout the boating season.  For more information
on Rudy or to obtain press materials on the “Be a
Survivor” initiative, please visit our website at
www.safeboatingcampaign.com.

All of these efforts have been successful in gaining
media coverage for National Safe Boating Week and
informing the public about the importance of boating
safely, wearing your life jacket, and being responsible
while on the water.  Congratulations to all the
organizations that had successful Safe Boating Week
events!  We appreciate all of your hard work and effort
to promote safe boating during National Safe Boating
Week and throughout the year.  ™

The National Safe Boating Council (NSBC)
was proud to announce the recipients of

the prestigious 2006 Confluence Awards at the
fifth annual Congressional Reception held on May
16, 2006 in the Gold Room of the Rayburn House
Office Building in Washington D.C.  The Confluence
Awards were presented by NSBC Executive
Director Virgil Chambers and Vice -Chair Ruth
Wood. to those members of Congress and other
individuals in government who have brought

CONFLUENCE AWARDS

together people, resources and vision toward the
betterment of safer boating on America’s waters.
Through their positions of prestige and
responsibility, these individuals have fought for
funding, legislation, programs, laws and
regulations for boating safety.

The NSBC recognized five individuals who
have made great strides and contributions to the
field of boating safety. The recipients of the
Confluence Awards for 2006 were:  Senators Herb
Kohl of Wisconsin, Senator Trent Lott of
Mississippi, Senator John Warner of Virginia,
Representatives E. Clay Shaw (4th year) of Florida,

and Jeanne Timmons from the U.S. Coast Guard,
Office of Boating Safety. Their efforts and
dedication are greatly appreciated by the NSBC,
National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators, the U.S. Coast Guard as well as
the 78 million boaters that take to the water
each year.

The Congressional Reception was co-hosted
by the NSBC, National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators and the United States
Coast Guard.  NSBC Patron members Coors
Brewing Company and MetLife Auto and Home
sponsored the Reception. ™

Virgil Chambers, Senator Kohl, Charlie Sledd

Virgil Chambers, Ruth Wood, Congressman Shaw

Ruth Wood, Jeanne Timmons, Virgil Chambers

INFORMATION ON THE U.S. COAST GUARD
STRATEGIC PLAN

In place of the Chair’s comments we want to keep you informed on the progress of the USCG Strategic
plan. Listed below (in no special order) are the goals approved April 4, 2006 by National Boating Safety

Advisory Council (NBSAC).  These goals were developed by both BSAC and a special sub Strategic Planning
Panel of leaders in the different boating organizations.  It is worth mentioning that several of the NSBC board
members such as Ed Carter, Ruth Wood, Monita Fontaine in addition to past NSBC chairs, Pam Dillon and
Larry Innis and NSBC Executive Director Virgil Chambers contributed to the development of these BSAC and
USCG coordinated goals.

Strategic Plan of the Recreational Boating Safety Program as proposed to the
National Boating Safety Advisory Council by the Strategic Planning Panel*

The mission of the National Recreational Boating Safety Program:  To minimize the loss of life, personal
injury, property damage, and environmental impact associated with the use of recreational boats, through
preventive means, in order to maximize the safe use and enjoyment of U.S. waterways by the public.

Goal 1 - Improve the reliability of boating accident reporting and data analysis through gap analysis so
more reliable injury trends and property damage can be identified.  Current fatality data have high confidence
levels.

Goal 2 - Ensure that marine casualties are accurately reflected in the fiscal year annual Coast Guard
performance reports by identifying four distinct categories supported by the data; recreational boating
fatalities, recreational boating injuries, commercial boating fatalities, and commercial boating injuries, so
that a true comparison of the significance of these marine casualties can be examined.

Goal 3 - Use the NSRE studies as a baseline for boating participation days established as a denominator
of 10 million participation days.  Begin exploring other possible boating activity measurements such as
exposure hours should annual surveys improve the availability of a more sound denominator.

Goal 4 - Set the single figure recreational boating fatality reduction goal based on the following
calendar-year table through 2011, ensuring this figure is captured for comparative purposes on the method
historically (calendar-year) used: 2006 – 655; 2007 – 640; 2008 – 625; 2009 – 610; 2010 – 595; 2011 – 580.

Goal 5 - Create a single-figure (no denominator), five year average recreational boating fatality reduction
goal based on the following calendar-year table through 2011: 2006 – 693; 2007 – 671; 2008 – 655; 2009 –
640; 2010 – 625; 2011 - 610

Goal 6 - Create a recreational boating accident injury reduction goal based on the following calendar-
year table through 2011:  2006 – 3438; 2007 – 3288; 2008 – 3150; 2009 – 3000; 2010 – 2850; 2011 - 2700

Goal 7 - Create a combined recreational boating fatality/injury reduction goal based on the following
calendar-year table through 2011:  2006 – 4131; 2007 – 3959; 2008 – 3805; 2009 – 3640; 2010 – 3475;
2011 - 3310

Goal 8 - Calculate targets and capture data on both a Federal fiscal year and calendar year basis in
order to provide relevant and timely data as needed.
Request that the Coast Guard present these numbers to the goal setting recommendation panel when
they reconvene.

Goal 9 - Reconvene the goal setting recommendation panel of the boating public to assist the Coast
Guard in completing the strategic planning by developing objectives and strategies to meet these goals.™


